


��������

Acknowledgments iv

Introduction 1

PART I. THE GLOBAL EXPANSION OF OIL PALM PLANTATIONS

1. Cheap oil 5

2. Cash crop 10

3. A scramble for lands 15

4. Communities lose out to oil palm plantations 22

5. New frontiers for oil palm expansion 30

PART II. ANOTHER SIDE OF PALM OIL, IN AFRICA

6. A long history and vast biodiversity 38

7. Oil palm production in West and Central Africa 47

8. The global land grab for oil palm plantations hits
Africa

55

9. Well oiled resistance 57

Annex 1 : land grabs for oil palm plantations 61

Annex 2: land grabs for oil palm plantations in the
Papuas of Indonesia and New Guinea

80

85




�������
������

#.�%* LDJA9 A>@: ID L6GBAN I=6C@ 6AA I=: G:HDJG8: E:DEA:� 6C9 I=:
E:6H6CI 6C9 AD86A 9:K:ADEB:CI DG<6C>H6I>DCH L=D 8DCIG>7JI:9 ID I=>H
EJ7A>86I>DC

0=6C@H 6AHD ID DJG E6GIC:GH� .�  �.TH:6J 9:H �8I:JGH 9J

 TK:ADEE:B:CI  JG67A: X �6B:GDJC	� %*� !/ "DGB6I>DC �%CHI>IJI
�;G>86>C EDJG A:  TK:ADEE:B:CI !8DCDB>FJ: :I /D8>6A X �VI: 9Z%KD>G:	�
�!,!�+ ��:CIG: EDJG A6 ,GDBDI>DC :I AZ!9J86I>DC 9:H �DBBJC6JITH
9: 76H: X �DC<D	� � �,! ��HHD8>6I>DC EDJG A:  TK:ADEE:B:CI  JG67A:
:I A6 ,GDI:8I>DC 9: AZ!CK>GDCC:B:CI X #J>CT:	� I=: /DJI= %C9>6
�DDG9>C6I>DC �DBB>II:: D; "6GB:GH )DK:B:CI �/%��") X %C9>6 	�
':G6A6 �D8DCJI "6GB:GH �HHD8>6I>DC �%C9>6	� 36=6C6 (>C<@JC<6C
$>9JE %C9DC:H>6 �3�($%�"D! %C9DC:H>6	� �>HB6G8@ .6BJ #GDJE
�,6EJ6 *:L #J>C:6	 6C9 I=: �:CIG6A /:E>@ .JG6A  :K:ADEB:CI
"DJC96I>DC �,6EJ6 *:L #J>C:6	 ;DG I=:>G 8DAA67DG6I>DC� 6C9 ID I=:
>CI:GK>:L::H�L=D�6<G::9�ID�H=6G:�>C;DGB6I>DC�L>I=�JH


iv



�����
������

,6AB D>A >H J7>FJ>IDJH >C DJG ;DD9 HNHI:BH
 (DD@ 6I I=: >C<G:9>:CIH
DC 6CN E68@6<:9 ;DD9� 6C9 8=6C8:H 6G: NDJ L>AA ;>C9 >I I=:G:
 "DD9
8DBE6C>:H ADK: >I� 7:86JH: >IZH 8=:6E 6C9 67JC96CI� HD I=:N JH: >I
L=:C:K:G�I=:N�86C


�!,%0..-)!-�5.,%-�1.02)-'�/!+,�&03)21����(.2.����!230%��!,%0..-�

 :B6C9 >H H:I ID <GDL :K:C ;JGI=:G� 6H ;G:: IG69: 6<G::B:CIH 8DB: DC
A>C: I=6I B6@: >I :6H>:G ID >BEDGI E6AB D>A 6H 6 HJ7HI>IJI: ;DG AD86A 6C>B6A
DG K:<:I67A: D>AH� 6H BJAI>C6I>DC6A ;DD9 8DBE6C>:H 6C9 HJE:GB6G@:IH

Planet palm oil 1

http://planetpalmoil.pressbooks.com/files/2014/09/Cameroon_women-sorting-oil-palm-kernels_NatureCameroon.jpg
http://planetpalmoil.pressbooks.com/files/2014/09/Cameroon_women-sorting-oil-palm-kernels_NatureCameroon.jpg


:ME6C9 H6A:H D; D; EGD8:HH:9 6C9 E68@6<:9 ;DD9H >C I=: /DJI=� 6C9 6H
C6I>DC6A B6C96I:H ;DG 7>D;J:AH� :HE:8>6AAN >C !JGDE:� 8G:6I: C:LB6G@:IH
;DG�K:<:I67A:�D>AH�I=6I�>C9>G:8IAN�>C8G:6H:�9:B6C9�;DG�E6AB�D>A

�JI >IZH CDI ?JHI 9:B6C9 I=6I >H 9G>K>C< I=: :ME6CH>DC
 +>A E6AB

EA6CI6I>DCH 6G: 6 =DI I6G<:I ;DG >CK:HIDGH� L=:I=:G ;GDB 6<G>7JH>C:HH�
E:CH>DC ;JC9H DG 8DGGJEI IN8DDCH ADD@>C< ;DG 6 H6;: 6C9 EGD;>I67A: L6N
ID A6JC9:G ;JC9H
 0=:H: 96NH BDC:N >H ;ADL>C< >CID I=: 76C@ 688DJCIH
D; E6AB D>A 8DBE6C>:H� 6C9 I=:N 6G: JH>C< I=>H 86H= ID :ME6C9 I=:>G A6C9
76C@H

,GD9J8>C< 6AA I=>H 8=:6E E6AB D>A :M68IH 6 =><= EG>8:
  :HIGJ8I>DC

D; G6>C;DG:HIH� A67DJG :MEAD>I6I>DC� 6C9 7GJI6A A6C9 <G677>C<� I=:H: 6G:
?JHI 6 ;:L D; I=: C6HIN 8DCH:FJ:C8:H I=6I 8DB: L>I= ID96NZH D>A E6AB
EA6CI6I>DCH
 �C9� L>I= <GDL>C< 9:B6C9� I=DH: 8DCH:FJ:C8:H 6G:
HEG:69>C<�DJI�ID�BDG:�E6GIH�D;�I=:�EA6C:I

0=: <AD76A :ME6CH>DC D; D>A E6AB EA6CI6I>DCH 86C DCAN :MI:C9 HD ;6G

=DL:K:G
 />C8: D>A E6ABH 86C DCAN 7: 8JAI>K6I:9 :8DCDB>86AAN >C IGDE>86A
6G:6H C:6G ID I=: :FJ6IDG L=:G: I=:G: 6G: =><= A:K:AH D; G6>C ;6AA� I=:
<AD76A :ME6CH>DC D; D>A E6AB EA6CI6I>DCH >H 8DC8:CIG6I:9 >C 8:GI6>C E6GIH
D; �H>6� �;G>86 6C9 (6I>C �B:G>86 L=:G: I=:H: 8DC9>I>DCH :M>HI
 %I HD
=6EE:CH I=6I I=:H: A6C9H 6G: D88JE>:9 7N E:6H6CIH 6C9 >C9><:CDJH
E:DEA:H�6C9�I=:�IGDE>86A�;DG:HIH�I=6I�I=:N�9:E:C9�DC

0=: :ME6CH>DC D; D>A E6AB EA6CI6I>DCH� I=:G:;DG:� >H C:8:HH6G>AN 6 HIDGN

67DJI I=: 9>HEA68:B:CI D; I=:H: E:DEA: 6C9 I=: 9:HIGJ8I>DC D; I=:>G
;DG:HIH�6C9�;6GBH�ID�B6@:�L6N�;DG�BDCD8JAIJG:�EA6CI6I>DCH

�;G>86 >H 6I I=: 8:CIG: D; I=: 8JGG:CI EJH= ID :ME6C9 D>A E6AB

EA6CI6I>DCH
 +>A E6ABH 6G: CDI C:L ID I=: 8DCI>C:CI
 �;G>86 >H L=:G:
I=: =>HIDGN D; E6AB D>A 7:<6C
 "DG <:C:G6I>DCH� �;G>86CH =6K: JH:9 D>A
E6ABH ID EGD9J8: K:<:I67A: D>AH� L>C:H� B:9>8>C:H 6C9 CJB:GDJH DI=:G
EGD9J8IH I=6I 6G: 8:CIG6A ID I=:>G :8DCDB>:H� 8JAIJG:H 6C9 96>AN A>K:H

26G>DJH 6II:BEIH L:G: B69: 7N I=: !JGDE:6C EDL:GH ID IJGC I=: 8GDE
>CID 6C >C9JHIG>6A� :MEDGI 8DBBD9>IN� EGD9J8:9 DC A6G<: EA6CI6I>DCH

�JI BDHI D; I=:>G :;;DGIH :K:CIJ6AAN 8GJB7A:9 6C9 >C9JHIG>6A EGD9J8I>DC
DCAN IDD@ D;; >C )6A6NH>6 6C9 %C9DC:H>6� L=:G: �;G>86C D>A E6ABH L:G:
>CIGD9J8:9 6I I=: IJGC D; I=: ��I= 8:CIJGN
 %C �;G>86� E6AB D>A G:B6>CH
B6>CAN 6 EGD9J8I D; HB6AA H86A: EGD9J8I>DC 6C9 EGD8:HH>C<� >C I=: =6C9H
D;�B>AA>DCH�D;�E:6H6CIH��BDHI�D;�I=:B�LDB:C

0=>H >H DC I=: K:G<: D; 8=6C<>C< 9G6HI>86AAN
 3>I= A6C9H >C %C9DC:H>6

6C9 )6A6NH>6 7:8DB>C< BDG: 9>;;>8JAI ;DG E6AB D>A 8DBE6C>:H ID
68FJ>G:� 6II:CI>DC >H H=>;I>C< ID �;G>86 6H 6 C:L ;GDCI>:G ;DG ADL 8DHI
E6AB D>A EGD9J8I>DC ;DG :MEDGI
 +K:G I=: E6HI 9:869: 6C9 6 =6A;� ;DG:><C
8DBE6C>:H =6K: H><C:9 DK:G �� 9:6AH 8DK:G>C< C:6GAN � B>AA>DC =:8I6G:H
>C 8:CIG6A 6C9 L:HI:GC �;G>86 ;DG I=: 9:K:ADEB:CI D; D>A E6AB

2



EA6CI6I>DCH
 0=: A6C9 <G67H 6G: 6AG:69N <:C:G6I>C< K>DA:CI 8DC;A>8IH >C
H:K:G6A��;G>86C�8DJCIG>:H

0=: H>IJ6I>DC >C �;G>86 >H 6 G:B>C9:G I=6I I=>H 7GJI6A :ME6CH>DC D; D>A

E6AB >H CDI H>BEAN 67DJI A6C9
 %I >H 67DJI 6 A6G<:G HIGJ<<A: DK:G ;DD9
HNHI:BH 6C9 BD9:AH D; 9:K:ADEB:CI
 3>AA �;G>86C E6AB D>A 7: EGD9J8:9
7N �;G>86C E:6H6CIH DG BJAI>C6I>DC6A 8DGEDG6I>DCH� 3>AA >I 7: EGD9J8:9
7N E:6H6CIH DC B>M:9 ;6GBH 6C9 H:B>�L>A9 E6AB <GDK:H� +G L>AA I=:H:
E:6H6CIH 7: 9>HEA68:9 ID B6@: L6N ;DG A6G<: H86A:� >C9JHIG>6A EA6CI6I>DCH�
0=:H: FJ:HI>DCH =6K: >BEA>86I>DCH 7:NDC9 �;G>86
 %; I=: 8DCI>C:CI
7:8DB:H 6 C:L ;GDCI>:G ;DG ADL 8DHI E6AB D>A� :MEDGIH ;GDB �;G>86 L>AA
6;;:8I ;6GB:GH <GDL>C< K:<:I67A: D>A 8GDEH >C DI=:G 8DJCIG>:H� HJ8= 6H
%C9>6 6C9 ):M>8D
 0=:G: >H I=:G:;DG: HDA>96G>IN >C I=: HIGJ<<A:H D;
�6B:GDDC E:6H6CIH 6<6>CHI D>A E6AB EA6CI6I>DCH 6C9 I=: HIGJ<<A:H D;
8D8DCJI ;6GB:GH >C %C9>6 6<6>CHI E6AB D>A >BEDGIH
 /DA>96G>IN >H 6AHD ID
7: ;DJC9 L>I= I=: E:6H6CIH D; I=: �<J6C 26AA:N >C $DC9JG6H� L=D 6G:
;><=I>C< 6<6>CHI 7>< A6C9ADG9H ID HIDE I=: K>DA:CI I6@: DK:G D; I=:>G HB6AA
D>A�E6AB�;6GBH�6C9�8DDE:G6I>K:H�I=6I�H:GK:�AD86A�B6G@:IH

0=>H 7DD@A:I >H 9>K>9:9 >CID ILD E6GIH
 0=: ;>GHI E6GI ADD@H 6I I=:

<AD76A :ME6CH>DC D; D>A E6AB EA6CI6I>DCH� 6C9 H::@H ID :MEA6>C L=6I 6G:
I=: B6>C 9G>K:GH 7:=>C9 I=: :ME6CH>DC� I=: B:8=6C>HBH ;68>A>I6I>C< >I
6C9 I=: 6G:6H 7:>C< I6G<:I:9
 0=: H:8DC9 E6GI ADD@H 6I IG69>I>DC6A D>A
E6AB EGD9J8I>DC >C L:HI 6C9 8:CIG6A �;G>86� EGDK>9>C< 6 K:GN 9>;;:G:CI
BD9:A D; 6 E6AB D>A HJEEAN 8=6>C I=:C I=: DC: 7:>C< HD =:6K>AN EGDBDI:9
7N <DK:GCB:CIH 6C9 8DGEDG6I>DCH
 0=: �;G>86C BD9:A H:GK:H AD86A ;DD9
B6G@:IH 6C9 >H A6G<:AN >C I=: =6C9H D; GJG6A LDB:C
 ,GD9J8I>DC >H 76H:9
DC 6<GD:8DAD<>86A EG68I>8:H 6C9 7>D9>K:GH>IN
 0=: >C9JHIG>6A EA6CI6I>DC
BD9:A� DC I=: DI=:G =6C9� H:GK:H :MEDGI B6G@:IH 6C9 8DC8:CIG6I:H
8DCIGDA 6C9 EGD;>IH >C I=: =6C9H D; I=: DLC:GH D; A6G<: 8DBE6C>:H
 %I
B6M>B>H:H EGD;>I 7N :MEAD>I>C< A67DJG 6C9 I=: :CK>GDCB:CI� 6C9 7N
<G677>C<�A6C9H�6C9�L6I:G�;GDB�AD86A�8DBBJC>I>:H

0=>H G:EDGI 6AHD 8DCI6>CH� 6H 6CC:M:H� ILD I67A:H
 +C: EGDK>9:H

>C;DGB6I>DC DC DK:G �� A6G<: H86A: A6C9 <G67H >C �;G>86 ;DG D>A E6AB
EA6CI6I>DCH 7N ;DG:><C 8DBE6C>:H H>C8: ����
 0=: H:8DC9 8DK:GH A6C9
<G67H�;DG�E6AB�D>A�>C�I=:�,6EJ6H�D;�%C9DC:H>6�6C9�,6EJ6�*:L�#J>C:6


Planet palm oil 3



PART 1

��� ����
� ���
����� �� ���
�
�� ��
��
�����



CHAPTER 1

���
� ���

�0.#%11)-'�/!+,�.)+�&03)21�!2�!�&!#2.07�)-��%$!-���-$.-%1)!����(.2.������������%227��,!'%1�

">;IN N:6GH 6<D NDJ LDJA9 7: =6G9 EG:HH:9 ID ;>C9 ;DD9H B69: L>I=
E6AB D>A JCA:HH NDJ L:G: >C �:CIG6A DG 3:HI:GC �;G>86 L=:G: I=: 8GDE
DG><>C6I:H ;GDB
 0D96N >IZH =6G9 ID 6KD>9 >I
 ,6AB D>A >H :K:GNL=:G:�
:HE:8>6AAN >C EGD8:HH:9 ;DD9H
 /IJ9>:H HJ<<:HI >I >H 8DCI6>C:9 >C 67DJI
=6A; D; I=: E68@6<:9 ;DD9H DC HJE:GB6G@:I H=:AK:H� L=:I=:G NDJ 6G:

Planet palm oil 5

http://planetpalmoil.pressbooks.com/files/2014/07/Indonesia_industrial-processing-oil-palm.jpg
http://planetpalmoil.pressbooks.com/files/2014/07/Indonesia_industrial-processing-oil-palm.jpg


H=DEE>C< >C /=6C<=6>�  JG76C DG /6CI>6<D
� 4DJZAA 6AHD ;>C9 >I >C BDHI
HD6EH��8DHB:I>8H�6C9�ADI>DCH

0=: 9:B6C9 ;DG E6AB D>A >H >CH6I>67A:
 �DCHJBEI>DC =6H >C8G:6H:9

7N 67DJI �
� B>AA>DC IDCC:H E:G N:6G H>C8: I=: B>9 ����H� <D>C< ;GDB
?JHI 6 ;:L B>AA>DC IDCC:H ID DK:G �� B>AA>DC IDCC:H ID96N
 ,6AB D>A CDL
688DJCIH�;DG�DK:G�=6A;�D;�I=:�LDGA9ZH�IDI6A�8DCHJBEI>DC�D;�D>AH�6C9�;6IH
�

0=: JC9:GAN>C< G:6HDC ;DG I=: 9G6B6I>8 7DDB >H H>BEA:� E6AB D>A
>H 8=:6E
 �BDC<HI I=: 7>< 8GDEH ;DG D>AH 6C9 ;6IH �D>A E6AB� HDN7:6CH�
D>AH::9 G6E: 6C9 HJC;ADL:G	� E6AB D>A >H I=: 8=:6E:HI
� /D L=:G:K:G
I=:G:ZH 6 9:B6C9 ;DG 6 8=:6E� <:C:G>8 HDJG8: D; K:<:I67A: D>A� E6AB D>A
I:C9H�ID�L>C�DJI
�

0=>H L6HCZI 6AL6NH I=: 86H:
 *DI ADC< 6<D� C6I>DC6A B6G@:IH ;DG
K:<:I67A: D>A L:G: 9DB>C6I:9 7N AD86A HDJG8:H D; D>AH 6C9 ;6IH 6C9
C6I>DC6A EDA>8>:H 6C9 G:<JA6I>DCH EGDI:8I:9 9DB:HI>8 K:<:I67A: D>A
EGD9J8:GH ;GDB 8=:6E >BEDGIH
 �JI� DK:G I=: E6HI �� N:6GH� I=: 3DGA9
0G69: +G<6C>H6I>DC �30+	 6C9 6 H:G>:H D; 7>A6I:G6A ;G:: IG69:
6<G::B:CIH =6K: G:BDK:9 BDHI D; I=:H: EGDI:8I>DCH� DE:C>C< I=: ;ADD9
<6I:H�ID�K:<:I67A:�D>A�>BEDGIH

)6A6NH>6C E6AB D>A 8DBE6C>:H ?JBE:9 DC I=>H DEEDGIJC>IN
 0=:N

:ME6C9:9 EGD9J8I>DC� ;>GHI >C )6A6NH>6 6C9 I=:C >C %C9DC:H>6
 +I=:G
8DBE6C>:H ;DAADL:9 HJ>I
 0D96N�)6A6NH>6ZH ;DG:HIH 6C9 6<G>8JAIJG6A A6C9H
6G: 86GE:I:9 L>I= D>A E6AB EA6CI6I>DCH� 6H 6G: H:K:G6A >HA6C9H D; I=:
%C9DC:H>6C 6G8=>E:A6<D
 0=:H: ILD E6AB D>A EDL:G=DJH:H CDL 688DJCI
;DG 6GDJC9 ��� D; <AD76A E6AB D>A EGD9J8I>DC 6C9 :MEDGIH� 6 =J<: ;><JG:
8DCH>9:G>C< I=6I E6AB D>A 688DJCIH ;DG C:6GAN ILD I=>G9H D; IDI6A <AD76A
K:<:I67A:�D>A�:MEDGIH

0=: HJG<: >C E6AB D>A :MEDGIH =6H =>I ;6GB:GH =6G9 >C >BEDGI>C<

8DJCIG>:H� HJ8= 6H %C9>6
  JG>C< I=: ����H 6C9 :6GAN ����H� I=: %C9>6C
<DK:GCB:CI JH:9 >BEDGI G:HIG>8I>DCH 6C9 <DK:GCB:CI EGD<G6BB:H ID
B6>CI6>C C6I>DC6A H:A; HJ;;>8>:C8N >C K:<:I67A: D>A EGD9J8I>DC
  :8:CI
EG>8:H :C8DJG6<:9 ;6GB:GH ID :ME6C9 >CID D>AH::9H 6C9 7DDHI EGD9J8I>DC
D; IG69>I>DC6A K:<:I67A: D>A 8GDEH� A>@: 8D8DCJI� L=DH: EGD9J8I>DC
9DJ7A:9 >C I=: ;>GHI =6A; D; I=: ����H
 0=: AD86A EGD8:HH>C< D; I=: D>AH 6AHD
<:C:G6I:9�I=DJH6C9H�D;�?D7H

�JI >C ����� JC9:G EG:HHJG: ;GDB I=: 3DGA9 �6C@ 6C9 6H E6GI D; >IH

30+ D7A><6I>DCH� %C9>6 HI6GI:9 :A>B>C6I>C< G:HIG>8I>DCH DC K:<:I67A: D>A
>BEDGIH
 0=: 8DJCIGN L6H >BB:9>6I:AN >CJC96I:9 L>I= >BEDGI:9 E6AB
D>A� L=>A: EGD9J8I>DC D; IG69>I>DC6A D>A 8GDEH A6C<J>H=:9
 0D96N� L>I=

�
 ./,+���3=N�E6AB�D>A�B6II:GH�>C�NDJG�:K:GN96N�A>;:�������
�
 %!���>D:C:G<N�����<AD76A�DK:GK>:L�D;�K:<:I67A:�D>AH��L>I=�G:;:G:C8:�ID�7>D9>:H:A���������/>B:� 6G7N�
�,6AB�D>A�;68IH���;><JG:H�������

�
 />B:� 6G7N���,6AB�D>A�;68IH���;><JG:H�������
�
 #.�%*�I=6C@H�,6HIDG��9?6=DHHDJ�">GB>C��G:HDJG8:�E:GHDC�DC�E6AB�D>A�;GDB��:C>C��;DG�=>H
8DCIG>7JI>DCH


6

http://www.rspo.org/file/VISUAL%20-%20Consumer%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.bioenergytrade.org/downloads/vegetableoilstudyfinaljune18.pdf
http://www.simedarbyplantation.com/upload/Palm-Oil-Facts-and-Figures.pdf
http://www.simedarby.com/upload/Palm_Oil_Facts_and_Figures.pdf


I6G>;;H DC E6AB D>A ;AJ8IJ6I>C< 6GDJC9 O:GD� %C9>6 >H I=: LDGA9ZH A6G<:HI
>BEDGI:G�6C9�8DCHJB:G�D;�E6AB�D>A
�

�(%�()'(�#.12�.&�#(%!/�/!+,�.)+�&.0��-$)!:1�#.#.-32�&!0,%01

Shanmugam is a coconut farmer in Talavady, Tamil Nadu. The flood of imported

palm oil into India has driven down the price for coconut paid to Shanmugam and

other farmers, deeply affecting their livelihoods. “Farmers are drowning in debt, and

we’re trying to survive in anyway we can,” says Shanmugam. “The coconut price is

only 4-5 Rs per nut, which is what it was 20 years ago, and we can’t even afford

to harvest or remove the coconut trees now to change to other crops because it’s too

costly.”

This year Shanmugam is selling his 7 hectare coconut farm to pay off a portion

of his debt.
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The case of Liberian Forest Products Inc. (LFPI)
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Winnie Overbeek is the international coordinator of the World Rainforest

Movement– an international network with a small secretariat in Uruguay that

supports the struggles of communities and indigenous people who depend on

tropical forests. He talked to GRAIN about his views on the Roundtable on

Sustainable Palm Oil.

GRAIN: What is the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO)?
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GRAIN: In your experience working with communities, has the
RSPO been a solution for them? Has it helped to make palm oil
sustainable?
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