February 23, 2022

The Chairperson,
Uganda Human Rights Commission,

Kampala-liganda

Dear Sir/Madam

RE: PETITION FROM HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS (HRDs AND THE OIL
AFFECTED COMMUNITIES AGAINST HARASSMENT AND INTIMIDATION _BY
SECURITY AGENCIES IN THE DISTRICTS OF BULISA AND HOIMA

Introduction
This petition presents the previous and current human rights violations of the HRDs and oil-
affected communities in Hoima and Buliisa districts.

Like many other HRDs who speak out against oil-related issues, the 0il and gas Region Human
e repeatedly been threatened and

Rights Defenders Association (ORGHA) members hav
intimidated. In recent weeks, some have received anonymous threatening phone calls. Civil

society and affected communities have been unable to meet and speak freely about the impacts

of oil projects which is against their constitutional right assembly. This is unacceptable.
Moreover, this type of response by the Ugandan authorities sends a chilling message to all those
who may attempt to assert their rights or defend the rights of others, thereby contributing o the

destruction of civic space in Uganda
Human and Environmental rights activists under the “Oil and Gas Human Rights Defenders

Association” (ORGHA) consider the increasing harassment by law enforcement officers to be
illegal and baseless as some of the ORGHA members have been arrested and others forced to
ed that the Resident District Commissioner (RDC),

abandon their work. The activists are concermn
DISO, and Police disband their gatherings/meetings for unjustified reasons hence the
disproportionate restriction to their freedom of assembly and their freedom of expression.

intimidation and harassment which have been faced by HRDs in

Below are some incidents of
ly, we anticipate there will be more in 2022 as mentioned

Buliisa in the year 2021, Unfortunate
below;

« On 78 October 2021, the RDC, DISO, District Community Development Office
(DCDO), and Police officials in Buliisa district closed the ORGHA contact office hosted
by the Africa Institute for Energy Govemance (AFIEGO) and Navigators of
Development Association (NAVODA) and stopped meetings organised by ORGHA to
sensitize Project affected Persons (PAPs) in the Albertine region on how to demand fair,
prompt and timely compensation. ORGHA activists’ battle with multinational companies




and their subcontractors, some greedy local and National authorities, and corrupt officials
in matters of land grabbing and inadequate and delayed compensation when they attempt
to defend vulnerable groups such as poor project affected persons, children, and women.

On 25" May 2021 an ORGHA member, Mr. Maxwell Atuhura was arrested at Adonia
Hotel Buliisa Town by Police on orders of RDC and DISO Buliisa district. He spent more
than 48 hours in cells in Buliisa and Hoima Central police stations and he was released on
police bond and charged for unlawful assembly (Ref: BULIISA GEF/04/2021). To date,
the police still have some of his belongings like two phones, a field camera, recorder,
diary, class notes, and some documents of his work. Furthermore, the regional CID
sitting at Hoima Regional police station asked Maxwell to write a letter asking for his
property, which he did however, he has never received his property

On 7® October ORGHA's certificate of registration, constitution, minutes, board
resolutions, and other papers in a file were forcefully confiscated by the DCDO for
reasons unknown to members. When the chairperson, ORGHA followed up on the issue,
the DCDO revealed to him that the file was given to the RDC.

Thereafter Mr. Jos Mugisa the chairperson of ORGHA was arrested on October 14, 2021,
when he was accused of violence and verbal abuse within his family. He was then
remanded to Masindi prison until November 10, 2021.

The signposts of ORGHA’s partners AFIEGO and NAVODA were vandalized and taken
to an unknown place on 19™ October 2021. According to neighbors, armed men came at
around 11 pm in the night and ordered everybody to enter their houses, and the following
day, the signposts were missing. This incident happened one week after the DCDO had
informed one ORGHA member to have the signposts removed or else, they would use
force on orders of the RDC. We reported the thefi of those signposis to Buliisa Central
police (SD REF; 21/19/10/2021) but no follow-up was done by the police. Something
happened for the second time. Secondly, Mr. Maxwell’s house was broken into by
unknown people who made away with school items. He reported the case to the same
police station under reference number (SD 34/24/05/2021) but nothing was done.

Some HRDs have to report the police station for endless police bonds. For instance, Mr.
Maxwell Atuhura reports on police bonds since 27" May 2021. We believe security
agencies are working to continuously intimidate and harass HRDs so they are unable 1o
protect the rights of communities as well as protect the environment.

On June 2021 many ORGHA members were summoned under unclear circumstances to
Buliisa Central police station over meeting PAPs in their villages. Among those

summoned throngh a phone call 1o make statements, included Mr. Onen Ch
Judith, and Mr. Geoffrey. | ‘harles, Ms.



Our Demands
ORGHA and her partners, we demand the following;

¢ Baseless cases on ORGHA members should be dropped as they seem to be merely aimed
at punishing them for their human rights activities,

Open our partners’ office in Buliisa with immediate effect.

The Police should return Mr. Maxwell’s property that was confiscated during his arrest.
Iilegal verbal orders from the RDC must stop. Let all communication be clearly written.
The security agencies in Buliisa should stop unnecessary arrests and interference in

ORGHA’s work.
Cease any further harassment of ORGHA, AFIEGO, NAVODA, and other CSOs in

Uganda.

A public apology by police should be issued to the victims of this harassment and their
families.

e Guarantee in all circumstances the physical integrity and psychological well-being of
ORGHA members as well as all human rights defenders in Uganda.

Put an end to any form of surveillance, intimidation, and harassment, including judicial
harassment against HRDs in Uganda.

Concrete actions should be taken to stop the repeated attacks cn HRDs and journalists.

Conclusion

We thank you and your office for the good work towards the protection of human rights in the
country. As ORGHA members, we hope that our demands in this petition are addressed with

post and haste,

Signatures
We the undersigned call for immediate action,
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Uganda Inspector general of police
Speaker Parliament of ganda

Ministry of Justice and constitutional affairg
OHCHR Uganda

The UN special rapporteurs

Total Energies Uganda b
Total Energies S.F

District chairperson Buliisa





