465 km Long March in Bangladesh 
to say ‘NO’ to Open pit mining, MNCs
and Export of Mineral Resources

November 1 2010:  A meghbarta report by Nasrin Siraj Annie
The National Committee to Protect Oil-Gas-Mineral Resources, Power and Port lead a long march from Muktangon, Dhaka On 24 October, 2010 at 11:00am, through a public meeting where thousands of people were present, to reach Phulbari, Dinajpur on 30 October. This 465 km long march was part of the campaign programmes of the National Committee to press their seven-point demand to the government for sustainable resolution of the power crisis of the country and to establish peoples authority over its own resources. 
Through out the seven days programme at least one thousand marchers participated all along. Among them at least 150 were women, and most of them were young-students, farmers and garment workers. The participation of young citizens was remarkable. Many other people also participated from point to point. On the last day, when it reached Phulbari, the number of long march participants crossed two thousand. Apart from that, more than three thousand people joined the Phulbari grand rally from different parts of the country. The gathering in Phulbari was huge, with people from town and adjacent rural areas, it exceeded one hundred thousand. At least one million people became involved, directly and indirectly, in the long march programme. 
However, during the seven-day long programme; the marchers did at least 60 road side and big public meetings. Following is a list of the meeting places of the marchers
24 October: Muktangon, Nabisco crossing in Dhaka, Tongee and Gazipur

25 October: Konabari and Kaliakoir of Gazipur, Shaheed Minar of Tangail, Elenga and Shadhinota chottor of Sirajganj. 

26 October: Kazipur, Hatikumrul, Ghurka Beltola, Vuiyangati, Chandaikona, Sherua Bottola and Shatmatha of Bogura
27 October: Kalitola, Matirdhaal, Mohastangor, Mokamtola, Fashitola and shaheed minar of Gobindaganj, Polashbari and Gainbandha.

28 October: Sadullapur, Peerganj, Mithapukur and Rangpur.

29 October: Paglapeer, Taraganj, Sayedpur, Ranirbandar and Dinajpur.

30 October: Chirirbandar, Boropukuria and Phulbari.

The declaration of the long march, which was placed in the huge gathering in Phulbari pressed 9 points including: 
1) Cancel PSC (production sharing contract) 2008 which was designed for giving offshore gas blocks to US company Conoco-Philips, to ensure hundred per cent people’s ownership on  mineral resources of the country and to prevent export.

2) Pass the ‘prohibition of the export of mineral resources’ bill in the parliament proposed by the National Committee. 

3) Withdraw ‘energy security bill 2010’ to ensure the energy ministry’s transparency, honesty and independence from the multinational oil companies.
4) Prohibit open pit coal mining in the country.
5) Develop national capability to ensure maximum utilization of natural resources for the people and productive development of the country. 
