29 September 2017
Bank of Tokyo – Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd.
2-7-1, Marunouchi
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
Japan
Dear Kanetsugu Mike:
We, the undersigned groups, urge the Bank of Tokyo – Mitsubishi UFJ (BTMU) to reject
financing for the Long Phu-1 coal plant in Vietnam. In light of its recent accreditation at the
Green Climate Fund and the commitment to addressing climate change that this accreditation
implies, BTMU’s support for this climate-polluting debacle would be particularly inappropriate
and reflect a complete disregard for international climate goals as set out in the Paris Agreement.
Long Phu-1 violates a broad set of environmental and social policies, including the Equator
Principles, to which BTMU adheres. For example, BTMU’s implementation of the Equator
Principles requires an alternatives analysis for projects expected to emit more than 100,000
tonnes of CO2 annually. 1 Even though Long Phu-1 will produce 63 times that amount, 2 the
project sponsor failed to examine alternatives. Additionally, BTMU requires that projects adhere
to the host country’s environmental and social laws, 3 but Long Phu-1 violates Vietnam’s national
climate and energy policy, known as the Green Growth Strategy, 4 which requires emission
reductions and an increase in renewables. Long Phu-1’s project sponsor also fails to provide
baseline information; identify cumulative and associated risks and impacts; and ensure
emergency preparedness and response, the monitoring and review of environmental impacts, and
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safe labor and working conditions, among many other Equator Principles violations (see
attached). 5
Further, an independent expert analysis demonstrates that the project sponsor’s consulting firm
doctored the coal plant’s greenhouse gas emissions estimates to appear compliant with
international policies (see attached). 6 The consulting firm inaccurately claims that Long Phu-1
would reach the efficiency level of an ultra supercritical coal plant even though the plant would
use General Electric’s less-efficient steam turbines that GE itself designates as supercritical. 7
Moreover, in its calculations the project sponsor completely ignored the energy used while
running the plant itself, including the pumps, fans, pollution controls, and other auxiliary
equipment that would make the plant even less efficient. The consulting firm’s baseless
efficiency claims imply that Long Phu-1’s emission rate will be lower than even the most
efficient plants in the best conditions, such as the Nordylland coal plant in Denmark, 8 which
reaches a level of efficiency only made possible by the availability of naturally occurring,
extremely cold cooling water. Considering the tropical climate of Vietnam, it seems impossible
that Long Phu would be able to match, let alone beat, such efficiency.
Long Phu-1 is also associated with a sprawling corruption scandal in Vietnam involving top
officials of PetroVietnam (PVN), the project sponsor. A senior ruling party official and
Chairman of the Board of PVN reportedly face corruption charges related to many projects and
activities, including the awarding of the Long Phu-1 engineering, procurement and construction
(EPC) contract. 9 Other former senior PVN officials who had been involved in the signing of
Long Phu-1 are reportedly under investigation. 10 Therefore, BTMU should not support Long
Phu-1 since its policies specifically bar it from becoming involved in any corrupt activity. 11
Jim Kim, the President of the World Bank, has warned that the region’s coal plans spell disaster
for the planet. 12 In a recent independent scorecard of leading banks’ fossil fuel financing BTMU
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received the lowest rating of “F” based on their poor management of climate risk. 13 We urge
BTMU to immediately shift its support away from fossil fuels toward clean renewables and
publicize a sector policy restricting finance to new coal related infrastructure in line with the
Paris Agreement. We strongly urge you to begin that transition by not supporting Long Phu-1 or
any other coal plant. 14
Sincerely,
350.org Japan
CEE Bankwatch Network
Friends of the Earth Japan
Friends of the Earth United States
Greenpeace Japan
Japan Center for a Sustainable Environment and Society (JACSES)
Kiko Network (Japan)
Market Forces (Australia)
Mekong Watch (Japan)
Natural Resources Defense Council (United States)
Rainforest Action Network (United States)
Sierra Club (United States)
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