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Carmichael

Owner: The Carmichael project 
was purchased in 2010 by Adani 
Group in a deal worth up to  
$3 billion.18

Description: Carmichael, 
comprising both open cut (a 
third) and longwall operations 
(two thirds), would be Australia’s 
largest coal mine, producing 60 
million tonnes of coal per year 
during its 90 year lifespan.19 
Most of the mine’s workforce 
would be flown directly to an 
airstrip at the mine site.20

Global environmental impacts: 
The mine would have a maximum 
production capacity of 60 mtpa. 
This amount of coal, when 
burnt for electricity generation, 
would produce 128.4 million 
tonnes of CO2, greater than the 
2009 CO2 emissions from fuel 
combustion in Sweden, Norway 
and Denmark combined.

Environmental impacts: The 
Carmichael project’s 40 km  
long open-cut mine21 would 
destroy approximately 10,000 ha  
of land including most of the 
Bygana West Nature Refuge 
(approximately 1,100 ha) – a 
highly diverse area supporting two 
endangered regional woodland 
ecosystems and containing habitat 
suitable for a variety of animals 
including koalas.22

Adani
Adani is an Indian resources, 
logistics and energy company 
with big expansion plans. It is 
developing coal mining interests 
in India, Indonesia and Australia 
and plans to construct a series 
of massive coal power stations 
(resulting in 20,000 MW total 
capacity) in India by 2020.16 
The company also has interests 
in ports. It owns and runs 
Mundra, the largest privately 
owned port in India. In Australia, 
Adani leases the existing coal 
terminal at Abbot Point and 
has expansion plans there 
and at the port of Hay Point. 
Adani plans to integrate these 
business interests: burning 
Australian coal in its Indian 
power stations, transported 
through its Australian ports.17 

128.4 
Estimated  
max CO2 from  
combustion (mtpa) 

60 
Full production  
(saleable coal mtpa) 

Carmichael mine
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Loy Yang
Current largest 
mine in Australia
The massive Loy Yang mine, 
feeding Loy Yang Power 
Station in Victoria’s Latrobe 
Valley, produces 30Mt of 
brown coal per annum.69

Five of these 
projects would 
each be larger 
than any coal 
mine currently 
operating in 
Australia. 

74.9 
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max CO2 from 
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Full production  
(saleable coal mtpa) 
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Project
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40 
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