the environment

http://www.standardchartered.com/global/csr05/environ.html
We understand that we have both direct and indirect impacts on the Environment. We are committed to understanding these impacts and addressing them.

In the developed world, we take things like recycling programmes and access to renewable resources somewhat for granted. But many of the countries we operate in simply don’t have access to such initiatives. We try, wherever possible, to adopt a consistent approach to environmental management across all of our businesses and branches.

Travel, waste production, procurement of goods and resource use are the main ways we have a direct impact on the environment. To address these effects, we have developed a set of environmental commitments, which are implemented through our Global Environmental Programme and monitored by our Global Environmental Management System. Our approach has been to introduce consistent global standards, while encouraging local solutions to local issues. The programme is co-ordinated and reported on through our Environmental Steering Group that in turn reports to the Corporate Responsibility Committee. 

The participation of our staff is vital to achieving the aims of the Global Environmental Programme. To facilitate this we are developing staff awareness through training and internal communications.

This section sets out our Environmental Policy, describes our approach to environmental management and gives an overview of how we measuring our performance.

global env mgmt system


http://www.standardchartered.com/global/csr05/env_measurement.html#gems
GEMS
GEMS is a formal environmental management system applicable to our larger offices measuring over 25,000 sq ft or where more than 200 people work. GEMS was originally developed to ensure our environmental performance worldwide improved continually. It was modelled broadly on the International Standards Organisation environmental management system (EMS) standard, ISO 14001, with reference to recognised guidance such as the FORGE guidelines and the Global Reporting Initiative.

The objectives of GEMS are to:
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	Ensure our environmental policy commitments and international environmental standards are adopted at our principal office locations world-wide
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	Provide a framework for setting and reviewing environmental targets that are consistent with environmental, cultural, political and regulatory circumstances
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	Ensure that environmental legal requirements are identified, reviewed and complied with
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	Deliver accurate, consistent and representative environmental performance information for reporting purposes



Each country participating in GEMS is required to report monitoring data and compliance status each year. This includes information on legal compliance, the implementation of GEMS, progress in meeting local targets and key performance data such as water used and waste recycled.

This information is gathered to form a global picture that can then be used to identify countries or branches that need help.

GEMS-Lite
GEMS-Lite, is an interactive CD-Rom providing clear and practical help to managers in small offices and branches on what they can do reduce environmental impacts. GEMS-Lite is not a formal management system like GEMS since much of the advice and guidance provided takes the form of practical tips for improvement. It covers seven key topics - environmental communications, air emissions, energy use, paper use, waste and recycling, water consumption and hazardous substances.
equator principles

http://www.standardchartered.com/global/csr05/cus_eqpp.html
We have adopted the Equator Principles, a voluntary set of guidelines for managing social and environmental issues relating to the financing of development projects. The Principles are based on policies and guidelines drawn up by the World Bank and International Finance Corporation. They are applied to project financing in all industry sectors including mining, oil and gas and the infrastructure sector.

By adopting the Equator Principles, we have made a clear commitment. We will only provide loans to projects whose sponsors can demonstrate, to our satisfaction, their ability and willingness to undergo a comprehensive process of scrutiny to make sure they are working in a socially responsible manner and applying sound environmental management practices.

We have also developed our own approach to assessing and mitigating social and environmental risks in our lending decisions. You can find out more about our approach by clicking here.

For more details see http://www.equator-principles.com/.
