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	The licensing procedure for the Rosia Montna project has been stopped for an unlimited period by the Ministry for the Environment and Sustainable Development because the so-called urbanistic certificate presented by the project owner, is null from a legal point of view
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Attila Korodi, Romania’s minister for the Environment declared Thursday during a press conference that the ministry’s juridical team, who in return consulted a lawyer’s office with whom the ministry has contact, proposed the suspension of the licensing procedure because the urbanistic certificate presented by Rosia Montana Gold Corporation (RMGC) is null from a legal point of view. 
The decision of the lawyers to consider null the act submitted by RMGC - and without which the licensing procedure can not continue – is based on a recent modification on of Romania’s administrative litigation law which stipulates that if an act has been previously suspended then the subsequent similar act is automatically also suspended until the irrevocable decision of the main court case that contests the validity of the initial act. 
“Theoretically the licensing procedure will not continue until the court action -  launched by the Non-Governmental Organisations which contests the validity of the granting of the urbanistic certificate  and implicitly asked for its suspension until the main action has been judged -  is terminated ,” declared the minister for the Environment. 
Korodi declared for MEDIAFAX, that the decision has been a difficult one to take because from a legal point of view the case is “extremely complicated and winding.” 
At the same time Korodi added that as a consequence of this decision the ministry expects to be taken to court by the mining company which wishes to develop the gold mining proposal at Rosia Montana.  

The Rosia Montana mine project is a Romanian-Canadian joint venture, consisting of the Romanian state via Minvest Deva holds a stake (with19,3%), and Canadian Gabriel Resources (80%). The remaining 0,7% of the company’s capital which is traded on the Toronto Stock Exchange is owned by various individual persons. 
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